Introduction
Text messaging or short message service (SMS, also known under many other names, such as textese txt-speak, txtese, chatspeak, txt, txtspk, txtk, txto, texting language, txtlingo, SMSish, txtslang, or txt talk) has become one of the most rapidly expanding ways of communication in the world. It allows people to send and receive text messages that do not exceed 160 characters on their mobile phones. It reminds of the telegraphic language which seeks to use the fewest number of letters in order to produce ultra-concise words and express feelings when dealing with limited space, time and cost. Its main characteristic is, therefore, brevity. Although abbreviations have been used since 1987, with the introduction of email interfaces, nowadays the diminutive, the brief and the simple are exceedingly valued in communication, especially by the 18-to-24-year-olds. They have been called the Generation C [1] , being defined by their digital connectivity: they socialize and share experiences through different devices such as smart-phones, digital players and computers more than any other age groups. They have replaced books and face-to-face communication with texting, social networks, messenger or chat. Cell-phone texting has become the "preferred channel of basic communication" [2] and it is now commonplace for children at younger and younger ages to communicate with their friends via text messaging as opposed to phone conversations or even face-to-face. Unfortunately, by using this ungrammatical form of texting so frequently , they have introduced it in their "normal language". Therefore, the ubiquity of this new way of communication, undeniably both funny and practical, makes us wonder whether its effects are positive or detrimental on the young generation's verbal language use and academic writing. [4] considers that words within the SMS language that are very similar to their English-language counterparts can be confused by young users as the actual English spelling, and can therefore increase the prevalence of spelling mistakes. On the other side, researcher Gillian Perrett notices the "de-anglicization" [5] of the English language as a result of its use and incorporation into non-English linguistic contexts. Other opponents of texting are also convinced that it undermines the properties of the English language and its rich heritage. Welsh journalist and television reporter John Humphreys [6] considers that SMS language is "wrecking our language". The main problem, in his opinion, is ambiguity, illustrated with examples such as "lol", which may either be interpreted to mean "laughing out loud", "lots of love", and "little old lady", depending on the context in which it is being used. He also describes emoticons as "irritating" and essentially lazy behavior, and surmises that "sloppy" habits [7] gained while using textese will result in students' growing ignorance of proper grammar and punctuation.
Advantages of text messaging
There is no doubt that text messaging has certain advantages over other means of communication, mainly phone calls or email. For example, it allows to insert more information when there is limited space to write a message, or when the price of the message depends on its length. It also creates a sense of belonging to a social group, to a linguistic or generational community. More and more teachers agree with SMS language, impressed by this creativelyformed new language. As learning a new language does not affect students' proficiency in grammar, SMS language cannot affect their grammar either. On the contrary, texting has brought a new level of convenience, quickness and creativity to language classes. Many teachers have noticed that the more adept students are at abbreviating, the better they do in spelling and writing. Teachers in certain schools, especially in large cities, where mobile phone use is more common, have started to tailor some lessons around text messaging activities. These lessons, designed to build literacy skills, pique students' interest and motivate them in learning by using SMS language as a useful tool in activities which are not commonly done in traditional classroom environments. Writing is then regarded as recreation rather than work. There are websites that provide interesting worksheets on SMS language, like, for example, http://busyteacher.org. A teacher from Maryland University, Barbara Bass, was pointing out: "For a while, people were not writing anything. Now, people are actually seeing words on paper. In fact, according to another recent newspaper article, instant messaging and email are creating a new generation of teenage writers, accustomed to translating their every thought and feeling into words. They write more than any generation has, since the days when telephone calls were rare and the mailman rounded more than once a day". [9] Furthermore, it has also been argued that text messages are communicative events characterized not only in terms of their linguistic form, but also their conversational or interactional function. Chandler [10] suggests that text-messages can be considered a genre of writing which distinguishes itself from other genres by some characteristics, such as: the combination of their comparatively short length, the relative concentration of nonstandard typographic markers and their regularly "small-talk" content and solidary orientation. 3. Students' opinion -a case study A questionnaire was distributed to a group of 25 university cadets aged 18-20. It deliberately focused on the texting issue from their own perspective. Students were asked to share their thoughts on the importance of writing to their future success. They also had to tell us about the distinctions they make between formal and academic writing, on the one hand, and personal electronic communications they have with their friends, on the other hand. First, all students own at least one cell phone, and 80% also have a personal computer. Almost 90% of phone-owning students send and receive text messages, most of them several times a day, this being their preferred channel of basic communication with friends and family. More than 80% use cell phones to do more than texting: they listen to music, share pictures with others, play games, access social networking sites or do school research on the Internet. Students were asked about what prompts them to write. Students write for school in order to get a grade, complete an assignment, or gain access to a scholarship or to a much desired extracurricular activity. When they do it for school, it is to take notes in class, write essays or computer programs, create PowerPoint or multimedia presentations. Outside of school, they write to friends using cell phones, social networking sites, or email in order to keep in touch and share information about events in their lives or the latest trends in music, fashion, sports. This also allows them more freedom to contact those that they do not see regularly. Romanian cadets do no generally take a keen interest in SMS abbreviations in texting. Among the most frequently used they mention some Romglish ones, such as lol, brb or blb, cf, bn, me2, sal, asl pls; moreover, "a" becomes "@", "e" changes into "3", "o" is "0", and "i" is replaced by "!" For example, !Nt3Rn3t means Internet. Therefore, students do not really consider chatting or text messaging as "writing", but an easier and faster way to interact with peers and family. Among students who send text messages, email, instant messages or post on social networking sites, 80% say this communication has had no important impact, either positive or negative, on the quality of writing they do for school. Some of them admit that they often use informal writing styles and ignore punctuation in their school assignments. Others, on the contrary, think that communicating electronically has helped improve their academic writing. All in all, they do not consider that it has harmed their school writing, or that it has had a negative impact on their overall writing skills. Students enjoy non-school writing and, to a lesser extent, the writing they do for school, especially when they are assigned short writings, from a paragraph to one page. Most of them believe that developing good writing is important to their future success. According to a recent survey, it resulted that more and more companies are now checking job applicants' activity on social networking sites. Universities and colleges, similarly, have started to look for candidates online. [13] Judging by the responses given by the cadets to our questionnaire, texting is just one of many factors influencing the way language is changing; and there is no reason to worry about the future of standard written English or non-English languages. With proper instruction, SMS language can be a useful teaching tool, too. [14] It is up to educators to help students distinguish between slang, SMS abbreviations and correct language, and use them in their appropriate contexts.
